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servative elements in China began an anti-foreign policy that
culminated in the dreadful Boxer outbreak. The Boxers were the
descendants of an old secret society founded to throw out the
Manchus, but they had long since forgotten this aim and now, with
one of those queer twists that come more frequently to single
politicians than to whole parties, they found themselves on the same
side as the Manchus.
The Boxers were anti-foreign and their feelings were aggravated
by famine and by absurd rumours about the work of missionaries
and their converts. It is true some missionaries were over-critical
of long-cherished customs and insufficiently appreciative of the best
in Chinese institutions. Readers of The Exile, by Pearl Buck, will
recognise the type, but on the whole missionaries were doing magnifi-,
cent educational and medical work for China, the value of which is
usually understated. It was natural for many Chinese to link up mis-
sions with the aggressive politics and trade of the foreigners and, atthe
same time, Chinese and Manchu officials were quick to see that the
hated reformers and revolutionists 'were almost all friendly with
missionaries, if they were not actually Christians, like Sun Yat-sen.
So The Old Buddha adroitly turned the discontented Boxers from
criticising her own regime to open attack on the white foreigners.
With such slogans as "Protect the country, destroy the foreigner",
these half-bandit soldiers broke into the homes of missionaries,
murdering many of them and their families.   More would have
perished but for the action of moderate Chinese some of whom,,
risked their lives to save foreigners. Western inventions like rail-
ways, telephones, electric cables and post offices were destroyed.
For eight weeks the legations were besieged and then relieving
forces of white soldiers arrived and drove off the troops of
The Old Buddha and her Boxer allies. The Old Buddha escaped
from Peking in disguise, carrying off the weak young Emperor after
ordering his favourite concubine to be drowned in a well. Peking
was occupied and plundered by the relieving forces of the Powers.
Sun Yat-sen had no part in the Boxer rising, the result of which
was to bring China still more under the control of the Powers and
to discredit still further the Manchu government Its effect on Sun
was to deepen his feeling of compassion for his distressed country-
men and to strengthen his determination to overthrow the Manchus.
It led to another attempt at revolution, but before dealing with that
we must consider briefly what befell Sun in the difficult years be-
tween his spiritual crisis in London and the Boxer outbreak.